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Two years ago the Massachusetts Legislature modified MGL Chapter 146 to expand the definition of pipe fitting to 
include “process piping”. In October 2013 the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Refrigeration Technicians and 
Sprinkler Fitters (Bureau) approved modifications to 528 CMR, and this draft was then approved by the Building Code 
Coordinating Council or BCCC. What does this mean? How did this come about? What are we doing about it? 
 
This means that the law authorizing the licensing of pipefitters was changed and now requires anyone performing 
“process piping” to have a new license issued by the Bureau.  We were told by the Bureau that their definition of 
process piping would include piping related to refrigeration, RO water, oil and petrol, compressed air, vacuum, medical 
gas, chilled water and hazardous gasses.  Essentially any piping used for liquid or gas not currently regulated.  The 
Bureau then drafted regulations that would grant all licensed pipefitters would receive the new license and require all 
others doing this type of work to request a license by completing an extensive and detailed history of experience that, if 
acceptable to the Bureau, would qualify them to take a test on all aspects of “process piping.”   
 
In January 2014 the BCCC took a vote on the proposed modifications to pipefitting regulations that resulted in a tie that 

was broken by a vote to approve by the committee chairman, the Commissioner of Public Safety.  After the BCCC vote to 

approve the proposed regulations PHCC of Massachusetts, PHCC of Greater Boston, Associated Builders and Contractors 

(ABC) and others wrote to the Executive Office for Administration and Finance and the Office of the Governor to express 

concern regarding procedural problems regarding the review process.   

 

PHCC of MA and PHCC of Greater Boston became actively involved with an impressive coalition that included ABC, 

Massachusetts Hospital Association, Massachusetts Biotechnology Council and The Massachusetts Chemistry & 

Technology Alliance.  The coalition proposed new legislation that would clarify grandfathering provisions for the new 

process piping license and bring them in line with prior trade licensing in Massachusetts that have not included testing.  

Our group worked hard to inform our elected officials of the unusual testing requirement and about the potential impact to 

business, health care and our industry. In July the legislation was passed by the House and Senate and signed by Governor 

Patrick. 

 

At this point we expect the Bureau to propose revised regulations that will reflect the direction and intent of the 

legislature.  The new process piping regulations will affect all of us in our industry so keep an eye out and we will keep 

you updated. 

 

Special thanks to all of the members of our consortium including PHCC of MA Past President, Joe Whitney from North 

Shore Mechanical, Tom Theroux, Executive Director PHCC of MA, Hugh Kelleher, Executive Director PHCC of Greater 

Boston, Greg Beeman President and Chuck Borstel, Public Affairs Director from ABC, the Massachusetts Hospital 

Association, the Mass Biotechnology Council and the Massachusetts Chemistry and Technology Alliance.  

 

I would also like thank all of the members of the Senate and House with special appreciation to Senators Therese Murray, 

Stanley Rosenberg, Brian Joyce and Representatives Michael J. Rodrigues, and Brian Dempsey. Our legislators took the 

time to listen, understand our issues and take the necessary action.  I would also like to thank Governor Deval Patrick for 

signing the new budget that included our legislation.  

 

 

  

 


